CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A device for providing a text xelated to an image, comprising: 

a microprocessor; and 

a library of images and related texts, wherein an image from outside the library may be 
compared to the images in the library and one of the related texts is selected. 

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the library of images and associated texts is digital. 

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein the image from outside the library is digital. . 

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the at least a portion of one of the related texts is adapted 
to be inserted in a record. 

5. A device for producing a text suitable for use in a record concerning a surgical procedure, 
comprising: 

a library of images drawn from surgical procedures; 
a microprocessor; 

an image from outside said library; and 

a library of texts, wherein the microprocessor is adapted to compare the image from outside the 
library to the images in the library, and wherein, based on the comparison, one of none, one or more 
portions of one or more of said texts, and one or more of said texts is selected for use in the record. 

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the images in the library, the image from outside the library 
and the texts are digital. 

7. The device according to claim 5, wherein the image from outside the library is a recorded image. 
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8. The device according to claim 5, wherein the image from outside the library is a real-time image. 

9. Apparatus for producing a record comprising: 

means for manipulating data, including storing a plurality of images and a plurality of texts, each 
text respectively descriptive of one of said plurality of images; 

means for comparing another image to said plurality of images and for selecting the one of said 
plurality of images most similar to said another image; and 

means for selecting the one of said texts descriptive of said most similar of said plurality of 
images. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 9, further comprising means for digitizing said images. 

1 1. The apparatus according to claim 9, further comprising means for communicating said images and 
texts. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said images comprise aspects of medical procedures. 

13. A method of providing a medical record comprising the steps of: 

capturing a video image of a medical procedure; 

processing said video image to provide a digital image signal; 

creating a text description of said video image; 

capturing another video image of another medical procedure and processing said another video 
image to provide another digital image signal; and 

comparing said digital image signals, wherein, if said digital image signals are similar said text 
description is selected to become at least a portion of the medical record. 
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14. The method of claim 13, wherein a plurality of video images and respective digital image signals 
and text descriptions are provided. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the digital image signals and text descriptions comprise an 
electronically accessible database. 

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising indicating that none of said digital image signals are 
similar to said another digital image signal. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein when none of said digital image signals are similar to said 
another digital image signal a warning signal is produced. 

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the digital image signals and text descriptions comprise an 
electronically accessible database, further comprising creating a text description of said another digital 
signal and including said another digital signal and the respective text description in the database. 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising accessing the database from remote locations. 

20. A method of evaluation comprising creating a collection of images and comparing an image from 
outside the collection to the images in the collection. 

21 . The method according to claim 20, wherein said comparing leads to the selection of an image in 
the collection generally corresponding to the image from outside the collection. 

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising providing a library of texts and selecting from the 
library of texts a text generally descriptive of the selected image and the image from outside the 
collection. 

23. The method of claim 21, further comprising comparing the selected image from the collection to the 
image from outside the collection to identify similarities and differences between the two images. 
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24. The method of claim 23, further comprising providing a library of texts and selecting from the 
library of texts a text generally descriptive of the selected image and the image from outside the 
collection. 

25. The method of claim 21, wherein the image from outside the collection is drawn from a situation, 
and wherein the similarities and differences are used to evaluate the situation. 

26. A method of evaluating a medical condition comprising creating a collection of images of medical 
conditions and comparing another medical condition to the images in the collection. 

27. The method of claim 24, wherein the collection of images is digital. 

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising capturing images of said another medical condition. 

29. The method of claim 28, further comprising digitizing the images of said another medical condition. 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein at least a portion of said comparing is accomplished by a 
microprocessor. 

3 1 . The method of claim 24, further comprising creating a collection of descriptions, each description 
generally corresponding to one or more of the images in the collection of images. 

32. The method of claim 31, further comprising selecting from the collection of descriptions a 
description generally corresponding to said another medical condition. 

33. The method of claim 31, further comprising determining if one of the collection of descriptions 
generally corresponds to said another medical condition, wherein, if not, a description of the another 
medical condition is created and added to the collection of descriptions. 

34. Tne method of claim 33, wherein said collection of images and said collection of descriptions are 
stored. 
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35. The method of claim 33, wherein said collection of images and said collection of descriptions 
comprise a selectively accessible database. 

36. The method according to claim 35, wherein said database is digital. 

37. A device for providing a text related to an image, comprising: 

a microprocessor; and 

a digital library of images and related texts, wherein an image from outside the library may be 
compared to the images in the library and one of the related texts is selected. 

38. The device according to claim 37, further comprising one or more remote accesses. 

39. The device according to claim 38, wherein said remote accesses comprise an in-wall conriector. 

40. A method of creating a record comprising the steps of forming groups of selected images, each 
group depicting a portion of a procedure, and forming a group of selected texts describing the 
procedure, wherein each of the selected texts forming the group of selected texts corresponds to one of 
said portions of a procedure. 

41. The method according to claim 40, further comprising comparing a new image to the groups of 
selected images and selecting one of selected texts from the group of selected texts which corresponds 
most closely to the new images. 

42. The method according to claim 419, wherein said images and texts are digital, and wherein said 
selecting one of selected texts from the group of selected texts is accomplished by a microprocessor. 
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